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along the steep and toilsome road towards ultimate victory, the
expressions of Italian Fascist sympathy with German Fascist com-
rades were frequent and cordial—partly "because it warmed Signor
Mussolini's heart to see his doctrine being propagated as a gospel of
social salvation in another great European country besides his own,
and still more, perhaps, because, in the threat of a National-Socialist
Germany, Italian diplomacy found an effective stick for belabouring
France. During the seven years that intervened between the first
meeting of the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Con-
ference on the 18th May, 1926, and the investiture of Herr Hitler
with the Chancellorship of the Reich on the 30th January, 1933,
Italian statesmanship seems to have played with the idea of counter-
ing, and eventually counteracting, the preponderance of France and
her satellites in post-war Europe by the formation of an Italo-German
bloc.1 But in these Italian dreams we may conjecture that there was
one unvarying feature which was de rigueur. In the future anti-
French duet, as conceived in Italian imaginations, it was always
Italy that was to play first fiddle. This, for Italian minds, was the
axiomatic condition of the partnership, and this Italian presupposition
would not conclusively convict Italian statesmanship of megalo-
mania; for though it was true that, intrinsically and potentially,
Germany outclassed Italy in calibre, nevertheless Italy might hope,
not irrationally, to snatch a permanent advantage out of the passing
situation of the post-war years. Owing to the outcome of the War,
Germany—defeated, prostrated and outlawed—had' temporarily lost
caste, whereas Italy, though she might elect to range herself with
the vanquished, was officially one of the victors. Was it too much
to hope that Italy's reward for having condescended (in her own
interest) to change sides once again might be the permanent leader-
ship of the post-war opposition camp ? True, she could never have
dreamed of expecting pre-war Germany to follow her lead; and after
the War she, too, had lost her moral—in spite of her official victorious-
ness—as signally as Germany had lost hers. But she had been the
first of the prostrate Powers to recover herself; and from the end of
1922 to the beginning of 1933 Fascist Italy was manifestly more
alctionsfahig (to borrow a Nazi term) than the Weimar Republic.
The Germany of Stresemann and Briining seemed not unwilling
to play second fiddle to the Italy of Mussolini; and, if so, then, a
fortiori, could not Italy count upon a more actively zealous obse-
quiousness on the part of a successful Hitler ? Down to January 1933,
National Socialism might well appear, in Italian eyes, to be a slavish
1 See the Survey for 1930, pp. 125-30.

